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Centre leaves it to the wisdom of !
to decide validity of Section 377

sexual acts between twoSection 377 refers t
adults,” Additional Solicitor ‘unnatural offences’ and say
General Tushar Mehta,whoever voluntarily ha
The Centre today told the representing the Centre, toldcarnal inter course against t
Supreme Court that it would the bench at the outset of theorder of nature with any man
leave it to the wisdom of its crucial hearing which enteredwoman or animal, shall bi
judges to decide on thethe second day punished with imprisonme|
constitutional validity of The bench, which also for life, or with imprisonment
Section 377 on the issue ofcomprised Justices R Fof either description for a ter
criminalising unnatural NarimanA M Khanwilkar D which may extend to 10 year]
intercourse between twoY Chandrachud and Induand shall also be liable to pg
consenting adults. Malhotra, said it has alreadya fine.
A five-judge constitution made it clear yesterday thatThe apex court had yesterds
bench headed by Chief Justiceonly the constitutional commenced the crucig
Dipak Misra, which is hearing validity of Section 377 will be hearing on a clutch of petition
a batch of petitions dealt with by it. seeking decriminalisation g
challenging its 2013 verdict The law officer said that if the consensual sex between t
that had re-criminalised right to chose sexual partneradults of the same gender
consensual sex between twds declared a fundamentalThe apex court had in 201
consenting adults of the sameright, then somebody mayrestored sexual relationsh
genderwas told by the Centre come up and say that he otbetween persons of the sa
that it has no objection with she wanted to marry a sibling,sex as a criminal offence b
the court dealing with the which would be contrary to setting aside the 2009 Del
validity of this penal the laws governing to High Courtjudgementthathg
provision. marriages. held as unconstitutiong
“We leave to the wisdom of “We are not considering all section 377 of the IPC, whic
the Court to deal with the these issues. One cannomakes such actions betwet
validity of Section 377 so far judge these issues intwo consenting adults of sar
as it relates to consensualacuum,” the bench said. sex as a penal offence.

BSNL starts first internet telephon
service in India

numbers. body of the Department g
“In present competitive Telecom, had allowe
environment, increase incompanie who hold valid
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State-run telecom firm BSNL market share by BSNL is telecom licence, to provide

today unveiled first internet laudable. | congratulate BSNL app-based calling servic|
telephony service in the management for interneteven by using wi-fi
country that will allow users telephony which will enable connection.

to dial any telephone numberconsumers to make callThe service provider will bg
in India through its mobile without SIM,” Telecom required to comply with all thg
app. Minister Manoj Sinha said interception and monitorin
Now BSNL customers will be after inaugurating the service.related requirements and ca
able to make calls using theUsing this service, BSNL will be charged by telecon
companys mobile app customers will be able to makeoperators and all rules relate
“Wings” to any phone number calls on any network in theto normal calls will be|
in the country country even by using BSNL applicable on them.
Before this, phone calls onwi-fi or any other service The registration for thig
mobile apps was possibleprovider service will start this week an
within users of a particular app Telecom Commission, the services will be activate
and not on telephonehighest-decision making from July 25 onwards.

SC refuses to pass interim order on plea

on reservation to SC/ST in govt jobs

cannot be applied to theSC/ST employees and th
Scheduled Castes andpex court had also pass
Scheduled Tribes fordifferent orders on appea
The Supreme Court todaypromotions in governmentfiled against
refused to pass an interimobs like two earlier verdicts judgement.
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FSsam police steps up drive to enforce COPT

Agen

cy Dr Ramandeep KauDCP non-smokers from the baddiseases inAssam for
Guwabhati, Jul 11

East Guwahati, said thateffects of inhaling passive persons aged between 35
enforcing theAct would goa smoke, Kaur said. years and 69 years, the SHF
The Assam Police havelong way in reducing The police officials who are sources said the prevalence
sstarted fining people for prevalence of tobacco useinvolved in the enforcement of tobacco has gone up from
smoking in public places, among people. of COTPA had participated in 39.3 per cent in 2010 to 48.2
eselling tobacco products to“We hope this campaign will a training conducted by per centin 2017.

,minors and advertising increase public awarenessSambandh Health Dr Ashok Das, a cancer
enicotinebased items, in and helpin making our public Foundation (SHF) during surgeon at B Barooah Cancer
tviolation of the Cigarettes places and educationalwhichthey had taken a pledgenstitute (BBCI) here and
and OthefTobacco Products institutes tobacco-free,” theto support the cause ofpatron ofVoice of Tobacco

N Act (COTR), 2003. DCP said. tobacco control in the state. Victims (MoTV) said, “The
8,As part of the drive, which The police action was takenAssam has more than oneenforcement of CORby the
ywas taken up by the policeunder the direction of the crore tobacco users of whompolice in Guwahati is
stations since yesterday Guwahati Commissioner of 13.3 lakh are cigarette userscommendable.”

ayshop owners were also finedPolice Hiren Chandra Nath, 18.8 lakh bidi users and 91As per the GlobalAdult
Ifor selling cigarette packets Kaur said. lakh smokeless tobaccoTobacco Survey 2017 in
swith inadequate display of It was being done with the users, SHF sources said. ~Assam, 32.9 per cent of
f warnings and setting up stallsobjective of keeping the Pointing out that over Rs 540people above 15 years,
dor selling tobacco products youth away from tobacco crore is spent annually forcurrently smoke or use

within 100 yards of schools. addiction and preventing treatment of tobacco-relatedsmokeless tobacco.
3.

n:eChidambaram says ED on witch-hunfircel-Maxis case

comments came a day after ©n May 30, Chidambaram hadcases filed by the CBI and ED
d New Delhi, Jul 11 Delhi court extended themoved the court seekingin 2011 and 2012, respectively
| protection from arrest grantedprotection from arrest in thein the Aircel-Maxis matter
h Senior Congress leader Pto him and his son Karti in the case, saying all evidence in thearising out of the 2G spectrum
erChidambaram today accusectase tillAugust 7. matter appears to becases.
ethe Enforcement Directorate“In the Aircel-Maxis case, documentary in nature. It is The matter pertains to Foreign
(ED) of carrying out a witch- there is no FIR mentioning aalready in possession of thenvestment Promotion Board
hunt against him in théircel- scheduled offence and noincumbent government and(FIPB) clearance being given
Maxis case, saying he has nopublic servant has beennothing is to be recoveredto the firm M/S Global
¥een named in the FIR and thenamed. ED is on a witch-huntfrom him, he said. Communication Holding
llegations will be answeredand the allegations will be The court had earlier grantedServices Ltd for investmentin
in court. answered in Court,” interim protection from arrest Aircel. Chidambaram was
The former finance ministisr  Chidambaram said diwitter.  till yesterday to Karti in two finance minister at the time.

hi Agency

f

Delhi groundwater depletion
serious problem, says SC

It asked the Centre fol
immediate, intermediary an
long term measures to che
The Supreme Court todaythe depletion of Delhs
|scame down heavily on the groundwater
n Centre, the Delhi government The apex court had on May
dand their civic bodies for not expressed grave concern
taking any step to tackle the“over-exploitation”  of
“serious problem” of groundwater in most parts
groundwater depletion in the Delhi and asked th
d hational capital. authorities to avert a crisi
d The apex court perused thesaying the situation wa
NITI Aayog’s report which “semi-critical”.
said that various authorities It had perused a report file
were passing the buck andby the Central Ground/ater
ng away from their Board (CGWB) on the statu
responsibility of groundwater level in Delh|
“You are doing nothing to from May 2000 till May 2017
reduce water consumption,and said it indicated anh
ethere is no plan for recharge“extremely sad state of
ecand preservation of affairs” and the situation was Agency
sgroundwatel’ a bench of serious. Mae Sai, Jul 11
Justices Madan B Lokur and The issue of depletion g
Deepak Gupta said. ground water had cropped |

aCRPF jawan killed in Naxal
encounter in Jharkhand

r Agency Reserve Police Force (CRPF),

g Ranchi, Jul 11 the official said.

K According to the official, a
A CRPF jawan was todayjoint team of the state police
killed in an encounter with and CRPF was out for

gNaxals in the jungles of Eastoperations and an exchange

orsinghbhum  district  of of fire took place at about 9
Jharkhand, a senior officialam.

fsaid. The constable rank jawan of

5 The encounter took place inthe paramilitary force

, Dalapani-Galudi axis of the sustained bullet injuries and

g district, he said. was killed on the spot, he said.

The jawan belonged to theMore details of the encounter

d193rd battalion of Central are awaited, he added.
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Thai PM thanks people
involved in cave rescue

of moral support made the
mission a success.

f He also acknowledged the
pThailands Prime Minister loss of a former navy SEAL,

when the court was hearing aPrayuth Chan-ocha hasSaman Kunan, who died

order against its 2006 verdict— 1992 Indra Sawhney and
which dealt with the others versus Union of Indi
application of the ‘creamy (popularly called Manda|
layer’ for reservations to SCCommission verdict) an
and ST categories in2005 E V Chinnaiah versus
government job promotions. State of Andhra Pradesh
A bench of Chief Justice which dealt with creamy layer
Dipak Misra and Justice& in the Other Backwar
M Khanwilkar and D Y Classes category

Chandrachud said a sevenHoweveron June 5, in a majar

Agency
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judge Constitution bench isrelief to the Centre, the apexTwo police oficials have been of protest.
transferred for dereliction ofThe senior superintendent qf sealed.
duty after a community in
Nirana village here alleged

needed to consider the 200@ourt allowed it to go ahea)
verdict M Nagraj verdict. with  reservations i
Attorney General K K promotion for employee
Venugopal, appearing for thebelonging to the SC and S
Centre, said the mattercategory in “accordance wit|
should be heard urgently bylaw”.

a seven-judge ConstitutionThe top court took int
bench as lakhs of jobs inaccount the Centre’
Railways and services aresubmissions that the entireKumar Sharma told reporte!
stuck due to confusion overprocess of promotions hadSHO (Sikhedayikram Singh
various
pronouncements. the orders passed by variob&umar have been shifted
The bench said onehigh courts and the apex coyrtonnection with the case.
Constitution bench is alreadyhad also ordered for “statysHe said four
seized of various matters andjuo” in a similar matter ir) ShehzadTehsin, Gaflar and
the issue can only be taker2015.
up in the first week of A vacation bench of Justicesthe case.
August.

arassment at the hands o
group of locals and threaten.

today

2 police oficials shifted in
Nirana harassment cas

to leave the place, officials saidAgency

judicial come to a "standstill” due tband Sub Inspector Mahestand were battling security forcesThere was no immediate claim ofagainst the group.

f thanked people involved in last week while
unauthorised constructionsthe rescue of the 12 boysreplenishing air tanks
in Delhi. and coach trapped in ainside the cave.

The top court is dealing with flooded cave for more than Prayuth said, “His honour
the issue related to validity af two weeks. sacrifice and legacy will
the Delhi Laws (Special Prayuth gave a televisedforever be in our hearts.”
brought to book. They also putProvisions)Act, 2006 and| national address today The soccer teammates had
up “house on sale” boardssubsequent legislationssaying the governmerg’ become trapped in the cave
outside their houses as a mdrkvhich protect unauthorised efforts, the assistance ofJune 23 and were finally
construction from being people in Thailand and extracted by experienced
abroad, and the outpouringdivers over three days.

matter relating to sealing q

o Two dead in militant attack @fghan govt diice: officials

dead, Khogyani said. The group has claimed a serieghe start of a university entrance

Jalalabad, Jul 11 Jalalabad health directorof high-casualty suicide bomb exam for more than 16,000

District Magistrate Rajive Gunmen stormed an educatiorNajibullah Kamawal confirmed attacks in the province in recentstudents in Jalalabad, but it was

rdepartment compound infive wounded people had beenweeks, as US adghan forces  not clear if the two events were

Afghanistars restive east today brought to hospital so far continue offensive operations linked.The attack comes exactly

amonth after militants raided the

is education department in the
city.

inin an ongoing attack that has leftresponsibility for the raid. While the Taliban
atleast two people dead, officialsNangarhds provincial capital Afghanistans lagest militant

persons—said. Five others have beenhas seen an uptick in violence ingroup, IS has a relatively small In that incident a suicide bomber

wounded in the second attackrecent weeks, with the Islamicbut potent presence, mainly inblew himself up at the entrance

Rihan— have been arrested ifn Jalalabad city in as many daysState group claiming most of thethe north and east of theto the department, triggering a

and a number of employees werattacks. country Todays attack comes a fierce battle between gunmen

Adarsh Kumar Goel anflAccording to police, two trapped inside the building, OnTuesdaya suicide attack in day after PresideAshraf Ghani  and security forces.

On November 15 lastyedhe Ashok Bhushan said thepersons from a particularNangarhar provincial governor the city killed at least 12 peopleflew to Brussels to attend aAt least 10 people were

top court had said a five-Centre was not “debarre
judge Constitution bench will from making promotions in with dire consequences by t
examine the limited issue ofaccordance with law in theaccused during a wedding
whether the 2006 verdictmatter the village on June 29.

"community were threatenedspokesmaAttaullah Khogyani and ignited a nearby petrolNATO summitwhere he willbe wounded ~ after

terrified
thIdAFP station, with witnesses hoping to get a greater employees jumped out of the
I'Security forces were trying to describing screaming victims commitment from members to thewindows.

clear the militants from the “swallowed” by flames. nearly 17-year conflict. A recent ceasefire between

delivered in M Nagaraj andThe government had saidAlthough a case was registeredompound and rescue theThe bomber was targetingCurrentlythere are about 14,000Afghan security forces and the
other versus Union of Indiathere were separate verdigtin the matterno arrests wereworkers. It was not clear how Afghan security forces when heUS troops inAfghanistan, Taliban during the Islamic
was required to be re-lookedby the high courts of Delhi, made. many gunmen or employeesblew himself upTen civilians providing the main component holiday Eid had raised hopes
at or not. Bombay and Punjab andMeanwhile, the victims’ wereinside. were among the dead. of the NATO mission there to that an end to hostilities in the
The M Nagaraj verdict hadHaryana on the issue offamilies threatened to leave the\ security guard employed by IS claimed that attack via its support and train local forces. war-weary —country was
said the creamy layer concepteservation in promotion to village if the accused were nothe department was among theAmaq propaganda agency ~ The attack also coincides with possible.
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